
Unlocking What It Could Become

Crestwood Elementary School began with a close reading of how
students experience their environment.

The opportunity was to create a school that supports both learning
and student well-being—recognizing that students who feel
comfortable, supported, and at ease are more engaged and
receptive to learning.

A single organizational idea defines the response. Learning
neighborhoods group classrooms around shared commons, creating
a connected framework that supports instruction, collaboration, and
daily rhythms.

From this, the school shifts. Learning becomes more fluid, and the
environment supports focus, comfort, and a sense of ease—creating
a setting where students are both engaged and well-supported.

Following the success of E.W. Chittum Elementary School, Chesapeake Public Schools engaged Dills
Architects to design Crestwood Elementary School. The project builds on a proven framework while
responding to the specific needs of its students and community. Organized into learning neighborhoods
where classrooms open to shared commons and project spaces, the school supports flexible teaching and
collaboration, while a forest-inspired interior introduces warmth and familiarity, creating a calm and
welcoming environment.
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Designed for curiosity + belonging + growth.



Learning Neighborhoods: Grade levels are organized into learning
neighborhoods that cluster classrooms and resource spaces around shared
commons, encouraging collaboration, flexible teaching, and peer learning.

Extended Learning Commons: Shared commons between classrooms
provide adaptable areas for small-group instruction, project-based learning,
and informal gathering throughout the school day.

Flexible Classrooms: Folding partitions and sliding doors allow classrooms
to expand into adjacent commons, supporting team teaching, differentiated
instruction, and evolving learning models.

Discovery + STEAM Hub: The Falcon’s Nest Discovery Center supports
literacy development and STEAM exploration, with dedicated spaces for
visual and performing arts and science.

Integrated Safety Design: CPTED-informed planning creates a secure
environment through visibility, controlled circulation, and layered security
strategies integrated into the architecture.

Heartland Construction, Inc.  |  construction management
GET Solutions, Inc.  |  geotechnical
MSA Professional Services, Inc.  |  civil engineering
Hickman-Ambrose, Inc.  |  mechanical + electrical engineering
Sinclair Pratt Cameron, P.C.  |  structural engineering

Kelsey Sinichko  |  lead architect  |  ksinishko@dillsarchitects.com
Waverly Pack |  architectural designer  |  wpack@dillsarchitects.com
Alexis Hudson  |  interior designer  |  ahudson@dillsarchitects.com

Meagan Huth  |  marketing  |  mhuth@dillsarchitects.com 
Gary Ryan  |  strategy  |  gryan@dillsarchitects.com
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