Rudee Park | Virginia Beach, VA

A welcoming public landscape + vital gateway.

Long one of the only unencumbered access points in the Virginia Beach resort district, Rudee Park sits at
the convergence of the Atlantic Ocean, Rudee Inlet, and surrounding marsh ecologies. Working closely with
the City and community, Dills Architects leads not only the design, but the process of understanding how the
site is used, valued, and experienced. Through sustained observation and engagement, a clear direction
emerged—restore access, build on what already draws people here, and shape the landscape to support it.
The result transforms eight acres of underutilized land into a vital gateway and world-class public
landscape.

Unlocking What It Could Become

Extensive public engagement revealed a clear and consistent
priority—restore access, support how the place is already used,
and introduce what has been missing.

The design builds on how people already move and gather along
the oceanfront, organizing those patterns into a continuous
system of paths, overlooks, and open spaces that reconnect the
city to the shoreline.

Direct access is reestablished through a series of steps, terraces,
and walkways that bring people to the edge, while lawns and
flexible spaces support everyday use, informal gathering, and
larger events.

Dunes, planting, and graded landforms shape the edge so it can
change over time without losing access, allowing the landscape
to remain active and usable as conditions evolve.
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Collaborators

Design Details

A Beach Village with an elevated walkway serves to anchor activity at
the southern end of the boardwalk and provide open views of the ocean
and waterways historically inaccessible to the pubilic.

A community lawn for gatherings and events, playground spaces, and
live oak groves anchor the park’s natural public areas. The Inlet Steps
carve out an eco-amphitheater along Rudee Inlet with tidal pools, water
walkways, and opportunity to connect education and resilience to public
experience.

A shared use bike and pedestrian path connects park spaces along
the water and under the Rudee Bridge to the Marina District. Often
overlooked, the area adjacent and under the bridge is designed as a
terraced Sunset Lawn and living shoreline.

A Pavilion serves as a indoor-outdoor event space while housing a
museum dedicated to surfing and the culture of living on the water.

WSP | lighting design, plumbing, mechanical + electrical engineering

SCAPE Landscape Architecture | landscape architecture Kimley-Horn | civil engineering
EDSA | landscape architecture

Fluidity Design Consultants | fountain design

VHB | civil engineering
Speight, Marshall & Francis, P.C. | structural engineering

Biederman Redevelopment Ventures | park programming WPL Site Design | landscape administration
Shavrick & Partners | brand identity

Sussex Development | construction budget management

For More Information

Meagan Huth | marketing | mhuth@dillsarchitects.com Kelsey Sinichko | lead architect | ksinichko@dillsarchitects.com
Gary Ryan | strategy | gryan@dillsarchitects.com Anna Campbell | project manager | acampbell@dillsarchitects.com
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Amanda Liddell | project coordinator | aliddell@dillsarchitects.com
Catherine Breen | architect | cbreen@dillsarchitects.com
Heather Kennedy | architectural designer | hkennedy@dillsarchitects.com
Dan Costello | architect | dcostello@dillsarchitects.com
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